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PRESS RELEASE:                                                                                                              
Embargoed for Release on 28h November 2017  

Government officials attend compliance training to meet PNG's 

obligations to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

The European Union-funded Trade Related Assistance Programme Phase 2 (EU-TRA2) has built the capacity of 

trade officials to better understand existing trade agreements and helps to build support for the effective 

implementation of Papua New Guinea's first ever National Trade Policy (NTP). A recent introductory training was 

held by the programme with an objective to prepare Papua New Guinea (PNG) government officials to ensure the 

country becomes more compliant with its obligations to the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

WTO is the major global trade body that PNG is party to, becoming a member on 9 June 1996. The WTO is the only 
multilateral organisation in which members take full commitments on a reciprocal basis to liberalise trade in a 
variety of areas including: goods; services; intellectual property; trade facilitation; among several others. One of 
the core principles of the WTO is transparency and such transparency is expected of all members in various ways, 
including through the notification of measures adopted by its members to the WTO on a periodic basis.  
 
Following its accession to the WTO, PNG is also expected to comply and provide annual notifications on its trade 
regime; trade data; subsidies, especially in the Agriculture sector; import licensing regime and trade facilitation 
agreement commitments, among others. However, to date there has been a lack of updated notifications from 
PNG to the WTO, causing concern from some members about PNG’s transparency in its dealings with other WTO 
members. 
 
Hence, this introductory training was conducted with a view to build the capacity of PNG’s trade-related agencies 
to prepare WTO notifications and to submit those notifications to the WTO when completed. The target areas for 
these initial notifications are: Agriculture (especially domestic support); Import Licensing, Trade Data and Trade 
Regime; and the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA).  
 
The training was conducted by Dr. Claudius Preville, the Key Expert for Component 2 of the EU-TRA2 programme 
in the areas of Agriculture; Import Licensing; Trade Data and Trade Regime and the TFA, at March Girls Resort, 
Central Province from November 22-24, 2017. Approximately twenty-five officials of the Government of PNG 
(GoPNG) directly involved in implementation of trade agreements benefitted from this training.  
 
The outcomes of the process include draft notifications that were prepared by workshop participants following 
the training received for the three areas. These draft notifications will be finalised within the next few weeks for 
submission to the WTO before the end of 2017. 
 
The EU-TRA 2 programme, which includes assistance in the areas of Trade Institutional Reform, Trade Policy and 
Trade Facilitation, is a four-year programme that runs until 2018 providing Technical Assistance and quality 
infrastructure and equipment to PNG.  

  
Contact Details:  

Delegation of the European Union to Papua New Guinea:  
Neraemarimahu Haihavu - Press & Information Officer, neraemarimahu.haihavu@eeas.europa.eu                                                                       
Ph. (+675) 308 2400 
 
Trade Division: 
Ms Bridgette Kamish, Bridgette.Kamish@dci.gov.pg 
Mr. Philip Mercado,  Philip.Mercado@dci.gov.pg 

 
The European Union (EU) is represented by the Delegation of the EU to Papua New Guinea. HE Ioannis Giogkarakis-Argyropoulos is the Ambassador of the EU 

Delegation in Port Moresby. The European Union has 28 Member States including France and the UK, both also represented in PNG.                                               
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Visit the EU Delegation website: https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/papua-new-guinea_en 

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/papua-new-guinea_en

