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European Union assists PNG in drafting critical Electronic
Transactions legislation
The EU-funded Trade Related Assistance Programme (EU-TRA2) is providing the Government of Papua
New Guinea with Technical Assistance to develop critical Electronic Transactions legislation. The TRA2
project, being implemented by the Trade Division of the Department of Commerce and Industry, has
engaged international trade lawyer, Ms Irina Kireeva to spend almost two months working with
government and all relevant stakeholders for the drafting of this important legislation.
The Government launched the first National Trade Policy (NTP) 2017-2032 last year and as part of the
implementation of this policy, the Trade Division, in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice and Attorney
General (DJAG), through the Constitutional Law Reform Commission, will be drafting the legislation.
In 2017 a feasibility study was undertaken through the TRA2 project for the establishment of a “Single
Window” environment in PNG. A "Single Window" is a facility that allows parties involved in trade and
logistics to lodge standardized information and documents with a single-entry point, to fulfill all import,
export and transit related regulatory requirements. What this means is that a single window is essentially a
‘one stop shop’ that enables an economic operator to make one import or export declaration. The
Roadmap that was developed during this study identified that the first requirement for PNG to even
consider moving towards a “Single Window” would be to enact E-Commerce legislation.
However, the legislation is also critical for PNG in a much wider context, as it seeks to compete in an
increasingly complex, dynamic and precarious world trading environment. Electronic Transactions, and
specifically E-Commerce, refers to the Internet based industry of buying and selling products or services via
electronic means. E-Commerce uses a combination of Internet technology, mobile commerce, electronic
funds transfers, escrowing
services,
electronic
data
interchange, supply chain
management,
inventory
management systems, Internet
marketing, data collection
systems, and many other
technologies and innovative
business systems. Most, if not
all, E-Commerce transactions
use the Internet for at least
one point of the transaction.
Participants at the Electronic Transactions Consultative Workshop, with expert Ms Irina Kireeva front row, second left
The development of E-Commerce within the information society offers significant employment
opportunities, particularly in small and medium sized companies, as well as stimulates economic growth
and investment in innovation, that can also enhance competitiveness, providing that consumers have
access to the internet.
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Consequently, the draft law on Electronic Transactions is intended to provide essential procedures and
principles for facilitating the use of modern techniques for recording and communicating information in
various types of circumstances.
The first consultative workshop, which took place at the Lamana Hotel on 10th May 2018 was dedicated to
explaining the major provisions of the draft law, its structure and scope of coverage, drawing upon models
of best practice from around the world.
More information about the project can be found on the Project Website at: www.pngeutra2.org.pg.
Contact Details:
Delegation of the European Union to Papua New Guinea:
Neraemarimahu Haihavu - Press & Information Officer
neraemarimahu.haihavu@eeas.europa.eu Ph. (+675) 308 2400
Trade Division, Department of Trade, Commerce and Industry:
Mr Raphael Uranguai, raphael.uranguai@dci.gov.pg
The European Union (EU) is represented by the Delegation of the EU to Papua New Guinea in Port Moresby,
headed by HE Ioannis Giogkarakis-Argyropoulos, Ambassador. The European Union has 28 Member States of
which France and the UK are represented in PNG. Visit the EU Delegation website:
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/papua_new_guinea/index_en.htm
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